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produce a distinctive nationality of their own, and CHAP.
are eminently right in doing so. It is a healthy ^^^s
instinct which leads them to despise those who Effect of
have no higher ambition than to reproduce the
nationality developed under the conditions of a
distant land and a different climate. Canadians, the pro-
Australians, and South Africans are jealous of such0*0
attempts to anglicize their manners and institu- types"
tions. But really their fears are groundless.
Their local environment, and above all the faculty
they have acquired of regulating their own social
development, invariably prove too strong for such
projects. National individuality " cometh not with
observation," but grows of itself. Certain great
principles of life, such as the principle of self-
government, will, as time goes on, become more
and more a common inheritance of mankind.
But side by side with this spread of ideas5 which
gradually become more generally applicable to
human society everywhere, will be seen the
development of national types appropriate to
different countries, to their various climates, and
to the several histories of the people inhabiting
them. In the British Commonwealth, the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and
South Africa are all isolated from one another as
decisively as it is possible for any different countries
to be. Socially they are isolated, and will, what-
ever happens, develop distinctive characteristics in
their peoples. Their several individualities will
conform increasingly to their several environments.
Different and clearly marked nationalities will
develop and, happily, no power on earth can now
stop the process. Any attempt to impose British